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From the Principal’s Desk
 The first commandment in the Bible is 

“I am the Lord thy God, thou shalt not 
have any gods before Me.” The 
commandment warned God’s people 
against idol-worship. In today’s world 
idol-worship seems like an archaic 
concept, something that has long ago 
disappeared. But Tim Keller in his book 
Counterfeit Gods says that idols are 
still present today.

“What is an idol? It is anything more 
important to you than God, anything 
that absorbs your heart and 
imagination more than God, anything 
you seek to give you what only God can 
give.”

Someone once said, "An idol is taking 
what God has called 'good' and 
removing one letter."

I believe that the Internet is a huge idol 
today. Don’t get me wrong, I am 
convinced that the Internet is one of the 
greatest gifts of our age and has 
improved our lives in many ways, but 
precisely because it is so useful, it can 
suck people in and it can become 
all-consuming. It’s not the existence of 
the Internet that is a problem, it is the 
immersiveness of the Internet that 
makes it an idol. People are spending 
so much time online that it can 
displace God as their first priority, and 
can shape their existence.

We’ve all heard the studies. Social 
media decreases our ability to think 
critically, increases rates of depression, 
and fuels anxiety and distraction. 
Facebook and Twitter often make our 
conversations more combative.

So much of the Internet is geared 
towards algorithms which are 
collecting information on users in order 
to keep them "immersed". The Wall 
Street Journal did an experiment where 
they created automised users (bots) of 
TikTok to see how effective the 
algorithms were.

In one example of a bot account that 
was designed to be interested in sad 
and depressing content, it took TikTok 
only 36 minutes of watch time to 
recognize the interests of the account. 
By observing engaging actions taken 
by the fake account—every video 
watched and liked—it didn’t take long 
for 93 percent of the content TikTok 
served to the account to be related to 
depression or sadness.

The algorithms work by picking up on 
what users desire or like and feeding 
more and more of that to those users. 
The algorithms want us to believe the 
lie that wholeness is found by diving 
into our desires rather than being 
delivered from them.
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As teachers and parents, let us be attentive to the immersive Internet 
idolatry that can capture our children and rather create time and space 
for disciplines that will make Christ the Lord of their lives.

References: We're Unhappy, and We Know Why - by Samuel D. James - 
Insights
The Insidious, Fake Intimacy of Algorithms

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/fake-intimacy-algorithms/
https://samueldjames.substack.com/p/were-unhappy-and-we-know-why
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Con�atulations
Charlotte Hide took part in the 

Gymnastics SA zone festival where 
she represented the Gauteng 

tumbling team.

She was awarded a gold medal.

Some Heavy News
Matthew Germanus in Grade 10 placed 1st in the under 16 110kg SA Power 

Lifting competition. Congratulations Matthew, we are so proud of you.
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DATE GRADE 4 GRADE 5 GRADE 6 GRADE 7 

MON 
22nd Nov 

NS 

 

SS 

 

NS 

 

Afrikaans 

 
TUES 
23rd Nov 

Maths 

 

Maths 

 

Life Skills 

 

SS 

 
WED 
24th Nov 

STUDY  
DAY 

STUDY  
DAY 

Maths 

 

STUDY  
DAY 

THURS 
25th Nov 

Life Skills 

 

Afrikaans 

 

STUDY  
DAY 

English 

(Paper 1) 

 
FRI  
26th Nov 

SS 

 

English 

(Paper1) 

 

English 

(Paper 1) 

 

NS 

 
  

MON 
29th Nov 

Afrikaans 

 

NS 

 

Afrikaans 

 

EMS 

 
TUES 
30th Nov STUDY  DAY  

WED 
1st Dec 

English 

(Paper 1) 

 

 

Life Skills 

 

SS 

 

Maths 

 

GRADE 4-7 EXAM TIMETABLE – NOVEMBER 2021
THURSDAY, 4TH Nov: Grade 7 ART
THURSDAY, 11TH Nov: Grade 4, 5, 6, 7 ENGLISH PAPER 2
THURSDAY, 18TH Nov: Grade 7 LIFE ORIENTATION
TUESDAY – THURSDAY – 16TH - 18TH IT EXAM GRADE 4-6
(Above Exams will be written during the Cycle Test lesson,
normal school day thereafter)
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It was necessary to make some changes to our Extra Mural Programmes and 
the updated versions are attached hereto.

Changes made are as follows:

Foundation Phase:

- No Praise and Worship this term

- Swimming time for Grade 3 - 13:45 to 14:45

Intermediate Phase:

- Art Club on Monday for Gr 4- 5 and on Wednesday for Gr 6-7

- Swimming changed to 13:45 - 14:45

High School:

Swimming changed to 14:30 - 15:30

Extra Murals Update
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